1921 


JOHN  TINKER  (deceased)  needs  no  special  introduction  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume,  for  no  man  in  Susquehanna  County  was  more 
prominently  identified  with  its  business  and  agricultural  interests, 
or  took  a  more  active  part  in  its  upbuilding  and  progress.  He  cheer¬ 
fully  gave  his  support  to  those  enterprises  that  tend  to  public  de¬ 
velopment,  and  his  name  was  a  synonyn  for  honorable  business  dealing. 

Mr.  Tinker  was  born  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  May  11,  1799,  a 
son  of  William  and  May  (Anderson)  Tinker,  natives  of  the  same  place. 
In  1817  the  parents  brought  their  family  to  the  New  World  so  that 
their  three  sons  might  avoid  serving  in  the  British  Army.  After 
spending  the  winter  in  New  York  City,  they  removed  to  Little  Britain, 
Orange  County,  New  York,  where  the  father  purchased  a  loom  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  and  stockings  for  two  years, 
his  sons  doing  the  work  while  he  lived  practically  retired  after 
coming  to  this  country.  After  two  years  spent  in  Little  Britain 
he  came  to  Susquehanna  County,  Penn.,  and  purchased  the  farm  now 
occupied  by  his  grandson,  Robert  Tinker,  it  still  being  known  as 
the  old  William  Tinker  farm.  His  first  purchase  consisted  of  103 
acres,  on  which  stood  a  little  log  cabin,  but  only  a  small  tract 
had  been  cleared.  To  the  work  of  improvement  and  cultivation  the 
family  have  devoted  their  energies,  until  to-day  it  is  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farms  in  Clifford  township.  The  father  died  Dec.  29, 
1835,  aged  seventy-six  years,  the  mother  May  27,  1852,  at  the  same 
age,  and  their  remains  were  interred  in  the  Tinker  cemetery.  They 
were  consistent  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
most  estimable  people.  They  had  four  children:  William,  born 
February  20,  1797,  married  Louise  Catlin,  and  engaged  in  farming 
in  Greenfield  township,  Lackawanna  Co.,  Penn.,  where  he  died  October 
16,  1881;  John,  our  subject,  is  next  in  the  order  of  birth;  James, 
born  September  2,  1801,  married  Polly  M.  Dunn,  and  was  a  wealthy, 
prominent  and  charitable  farmer,  residing  on  the  old  homestead, 
where  he  died  June  3,  1884;  and  Fleming  died  in  Scotland  at  an  early 
age . 


The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  his  father's  farm, 
and  he  was  provided  with  good  educational  privileges,  attending 
college  in  his  native  land.  In  early  life  he  worked  in  his  father's 
stocking  factory,  but  after  coming  to  Susquehanna  County  his  time 
was  devoted  mainly  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  speculating.  He  was 
a  large  land  owner  in  Susquehanna  County,  and  was  a  noted  speculator, 
stock  farmer  and  money  lender.  In  the  spring  of  1830  he  removed  to 
the  farm  in  Clifford  township  which  has  since  been  the  homestead  of 
the  family. 

While  doctoring  a  cut  foot,  when  a  young  man,  the  physician 
advised  Mr.  Tinker  to  be  near  salt  water,  and  as  his  mother  had  some 
business  to  transact  in  Scotland  he  decided  to  try  an  ocean  voyage. 

He  remained  in  Scotland  one  year,  and  while  there  met  his  future 
wife.  At  Silverwood,  Scotland,  he  was  married,  March  18,  1829,  to 
Miss  Agnes  Stevenson,  who  was  born  at  that  place,  in  Ayrshire,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  (Templeton)  Stevenson,  farming  people, 
who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Scotland .  She  was  the  younger  in  a 


